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ROCKY MOUNTAINS

the river. Some of the prominent buildings
are Memorial Hall, a courthouse, a city hall,
two hospitals and a Carnegie Library. The
city is the seat of Roekford College, a no-
table school for women, and it has a parish
school and a business college. North of the
city is a sanitarium, and in the southern
part of the town is another. A dam across
the river affords water power for numerous
manufacturing establishments. Roekford is
sometimes called the "Furniture City," in
recognition of its leading product; other man-
ufactures include hosiery, knit goods, agricul-
tural implements, sewing machines, saddlery,
watches, silver-plated ware, paper and flour.
It was settled in 1834 and was chartered as
a city in 1852. Population, 1920, 65,651;
in 1930, 85,864, a gain of 30.8 per cent.

BOCK HILL, S. C., in York County, about
eighty miles north of Columbia on the
Southern Railroad. The city is an educa-
tional center, the seat of Winthrop Normal
and Industrial College of South Carolina, for
women. There is a Carnegie Library and an
infirmary. It is in an agricultural district
in which cotton, alfalfa and fruit are exten-
sively grown. There are cotton mills, a car-
riage works and manufactories of brick, jute
bagging and fertilizer. Population, 1920,
8,809; in 1930, 11,322.

BOCK ISLAND, ILL., the county seat of
Rock Island County, 180 miles nearly west
of Chicago, on the Mississippi River, oppo-
site Davenport, Iowa, on the Hennepin Canal
and on the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy,
the Chicago-, Rock Island & Pacific, the Chi-
cago, Milwaukee & Saint Paul, the Rock Is-
land Southern and the Davenport, Rock Is-
land & North Western railroads. A large
United States arsenal and armory is on the
island of Rock Island, between the two cities.
The island covers about a thousand acres,
and the property of the government is worth
$10,000,000. A large combination railroad
and wagon bridge constructed by the Chi-
cago, Rock Island & Pacific Railroad and the
United States government spans the river
from the city to- the island and thence to
Davenport. Another bridge connects the is-
land with the city of Moline. The river
between the island and Davenport is navi-
gable, while the Federal government has con-
structed a dam on. the Rock Island side. This
supplies extensive water power for manu-
facturing, and the principal establishments
are plow works* lumber millSt railroad shops,

oil-cloth works, the arsenal and various other
factories. Augustana College and Theologi-
cal Seminary is located here, and the city has
Saint Anthony Hospital, a library and a
Federal building. The place was settled in
1836, and the city was chartered in 1849.
The city is governed on the commission plan.
Population, 1920, 35,177; in 1930, 37,953.
With Davenport and Moline there is a met-
ropolitan district of more than 100,000

people.
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OCKY MOUNTAINS, the
name commonly applied
to that great mountain
system extending through
North America from Cen-
tral America nearly to the
Arctic Ocean, and form-
ing the "backbone of the
continent." In the larger
works on geography this
mountain system is fre-
quently called the Pacific
Cordillera. In the sense
in which modern geo-
graphers use the name,
however, it applies only to
the eastern ranges of this great system north
of Mexico. In the latter country the system
is known as the Cordilleras. The Rocky
Mountains of Canada are known as the Ca-
nadian Rockies.
. Divisions and Ranges. In the United
States and Canada this great chain of moun-
tains is composed of numerous ranges and
groups of ranges, separated from one
another by valleys and plateaus. The first
great division is made by the Laramie Plat-
eau, a large tract of level land from 7,000
to 8,000 feet in altitude, crossing the south-
eastern part of Wyoming. It was over this
plateau that the first transcontinental rail-
way, the Union Pacific, found a path leading
to the Pacific coast.
South of the Laramie Plateau, there is a
group of ranges which together are called the
Park Mountains, because they surround large
tracts of comparatively-level land* The most
extensive of these, San Luis Park, extends
from Southeastern Colorado into New Mex-
ico, and is 130 miles long and from twenty to
forty miles wide. The Rio Grande traverses
the entire length, and is fed on the way by ira^
merous mountain streams. However, owing